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XUM 


ANXD 


HONOVRABLE 
COVRT 


PARLIAMENT: 


The bumble Petition of the Univerſity 
FOXFORD 


STHEWETH 
2aGa8 HAT whereas the Yni- 


- 2 verfitie hath been informed 
MF Gay of ſeverall Peticions con- 
cerning the preſent Gor || 
vernment of this Church, & | ' 
, maintenance of the Cler. 
gic-which have of late been exhibited to this 
A 2 Honourable 


(2) 
Honourable Aﬀſembly ; Wee could not but 
think our Selves bound in duty to God, and 
this whole Nation, in charity to our Selves 
and Succeſlors, who have and are liketo 
have more then ordinary intereſt in any re- 
ſolution that ſhall bee taken concerning 
Church-affaires,in allhumilitie,co defire the 
continuanceof that forme of Government, 


which is now eſtabliſhed here, & hath been 


preſervedin ſome of the Eaſterne and We- 
iterne Churches , in a continued Succeſsion 
OO down fromthe very Apoſtles to 
this preſent time ;, the like whereof cannot 
be affirmed of any other forme of Govern- 
mentinany Church. Upon which conſfide- 
ration, and ſuch other motives as have been 
already repreſented to this Honourable Par- 
liament from other Perſons & places ( with 
whom We concurre ) in behalte of Epiſco- 
pacy,, We earneſtly defire » that You would 
protect that ancient and. Apoſtolicall Order 
from ruine or diminution: 

Andbecome farther Suiters for the; conti- 


nuance 


xut 


| XuM 


(3) 
nuance of thoſe pious Foundations ' of Ca- 
thedrall Churches , with their Lands and 
Reveneves, 

As dedicate to the (ervice and: honour of 
God, ſoone afterthe plantation of Chriſtiani- 
tic inthe Engliſh Nation: 

As ren 4 ht and uſefull ro be preſerved 
for that end, when the Nurſeries of ſuperſti- 


tion were demolithed,, and ſocontinued in 
the laſt and. beſt times ſince the bleſſed Re- 
formation,under King Edw. 6. Q, Eliz4b.8& 
K.ſJames , Princes renowned through the 
world for their piety and wiſdome: 

As approved and confirmed by the Lawes 
of this Land,ancient and moderne: 

As the 26-00 pe” outward motive and en. 
couragementot all Students, eſpecially in 
Divintic, &chehtrelt rewward of ſome deep 
and eminentSchollars: 

As producing or nouriſhing in all Ages 
many godly and Learned men, who have 
moſt ſtrongly aſſerted the truth of that Reli- 
gion We.proteſle againſtthe many herce.op- 
politions of our Adverſaries of Rome: 

A3 As 


(4) 

As affording a comperent portion in an in- 
genuous way to many younger Brothers of 
good Parentage, who devote themlelves to 
the Miniſtery of che Goſpell: 

As the onely meanes of ſubſiſtence to a 
multitude of Officers and other Miniſters, 
who with their Families depend upon them 
and are wholy maintained by them: 

As the maine Authors or upholders of di- 
verſe Schooles, Hoſpitalls, high waies, brid- 
ges,& other _ and pious works: 

As ſpeciall cauſes of much _ and ad- 
vantageto thole Cities where they are ſcitu- 
ate,not only by relervingtheir poore , & kee- 
ping convenient hoſpitality , but by occaſio- 
ning a frequent reſort of Strangers from o- 
ther partsxo the great benefit of all Trade(- 
men,and moſt Inhabitants in thoſe places; 

As the goodly Monuments of our Prede- 
ceſſors Piery , and preſent Honour of this 
Kingdome in the eye of forreigne Nations. 

As the cheife ſupport of many thouſand 
Familics of the Laity,who enjoy faire cſtates 

from 
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from them in a free way: 

As yeelding a conſtant and ample revenue 
cothe Crowne: 

And as by which many of the learned 
Profeſſors in our Vniverfity are maintained. 

The ſubverſion or alienation whereof 
muſt ( a3 we conceive) not only be attended 
with fuch conlequences as will redoundto 
the ſcandall of many well affetedro our Re- 
ligion,but open the mouthes of our Adverlſa- 
ries,and of Poſterity againſt us ; and iis likely 
in time to draw after it harder conditions 
upon a conſiderable part of che Laity , an u- 
niverſall cheapnefle and contempt upon the 
Clergie , a lamentable drowping and dete- 
Cion of induſtry and knowledge in the Yni- 
verfities;which is caſie to foreſee, but will be 
hard to remedy. 


May it therefore pleaſe thu Honourable Al- 
lembly,wpon theſe and ſuch other Confiderati- 
ons as your great Wiſedomes ſpall ſuggeſt »to 

take 


take ſuch piow care for the comtinnance of 
theſe Religious Houſes, & their Revenews, 
according to the beſt intentions of their Fouts 
ders, 41 may bee to the moit furtherance of 
Gods glory and ſervice , the Honour of this 
Church and Nation the advancement of Re- 
ligion and Learniag » the encouragement of 
the modeſt hopes and honeſt endeavours of 
many hundred Students inthe Univerhtics 


Whodoe and ſhall eyer pray &c. 


Dar. x | v. Apr. An.Dom. clo I> cxil 
e Domo Convocationis , in celebri 
Conventu Doctorum ac Magiſtrorum, 
omnibus & ſingulis aſlentientibus, 


